On the whole, I am of opinion that if it is desirable at the present time
to construct apparatus on the most favourable scale, so  as  to reach  the
highest   attainable   accuracy,  the   modification   of   Lorenz's   method   last
described is the one which offers the best prospect of success.    Before this
is done, however, it appears to me important that the  value  now  three
times obtained in the Cavendish Laboratory by distinct methods should be
approximately verified (or disproved) by other physicists.    To distinguish
between  this value  and those  obtained, for instance, by Kohlrausch, by
Lorenz, or by the first B.A. Committee, should not require the construction
of unusually costly apparatus.    Until the larger question is disposed of, it
appears premature to discuss the details of arrangements from which the
highest degree of precision is to be expected.-pieces the result may be made to depend upon the mean length of these pieces and the mean thicknesses of the rings at the places of contact. The three distance-pieces were held together in one length and measured under microscopes; and the thicknesses of the rings were taken with verified callipers. There can hardly be a doubt but that this determination is much more accurate than that of the mean radius of a coil; and; what is also of some importance, it admits of repetition at pleasure with comparatively little trouble.
